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Introduction: Public trust and social health are fundamental pillars of sustainable
development in any society. False reporting by law enforcement officers can
undermine this trust and have widespread consequences on societal cohesion,
efficiency, and psychological well-being. Therefore, the present study examines the
criminal liability of law enforcement officers in cases of false reporting and its impact
on public trust and social health.

Methods: This research is based on a descriptive and analytical approach. Following
a library-based research method, after identifying and collecting relevant sources,
legal and jurisprudential references were examined using note-taking forms and
record sheets, considering the objectives of the study.

Results: The results indicate that any officer who, in the course of duty, intentionally
submits a report contrary to reality to commanders or other responsible authorities,
conceals the truth, provides a report with altered or incomplete content, fails to report
crimes committed by subordinates, prevents the reporting of crimes, or delays
reporting, commits a criminal offense and is subject to punishment according to the
conditions of the crime. False reporting by law enforcement officers appears to lead
to injustice, distortions in planning and legislation, obstacles in preventing crime and
offenses, public distrust, and the emergence of dissatisfaction with the governance
system of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Conclusion: False reporting by law enforcement officers has a significant impact on
public trust and social health. It can result in reduced social cohesion, increased
feelings of insecurity, and weakened efficiency of official institutions. Therefore,
enhancing oversight, accountability, and transparency in officers’ performance is
essential to maintain public trust and promote social health.
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Introduction

Public trust and social health constitute fundamental pillars for the sustainable development and stability of any society.
Trust in institutions, including law enforcement agencies, is essential for maintaining social cohesion, facilitating
cooperation among citizens, and ensuring the effective functioning of legal and administrative systems. When law
enforcement officers act with integrity and transparency, they reinforce citizens’ confidence in the rule of law and the
fairness of the justice system. Conversely, false reporting or deliberate misrepresentation by law enforcement personnel
can severely undermine public trust, with far-reaching consequences for societal health. False reports may involve
concealing information, presenting distorted facts, providing incomplete accounts, or failing to report crimes committed
by subordinates. Such actions not only violate legal and ethical standards but also challenge the legitimacy of
governmental and judicial institutions. From a societal perspective, the repercussions of false reporting are
multidimensional. Psychologically, citizens may experience increased anxiety, uncertainty, and a sense of injustice when
they perceive that law enforcement officers do not act truthfully. Socially, trust deficits erode cooperation, weaken civic
engagement, and create tensions between the public and authorities. Institutionally, false reporting impedes proper
planning, policymaking, and the implementation of preventive measures, which can hinder crime prevention and the
equitable administration of justice. These consequences collectively threaten the health of social structures, diminishing
both formal and informal mechanisms of social regulation. Legally, the accountability of law enforcement officers in
cases of false reporting is crucial to uphold justice and ensure that misconduct does not become systemic. Criminal
liability serves as a deterrent, reinforcing ethical standards and encouraging adherence to professional codes of conduct.
By analyzing the frameworks of criminal responsibility in relation to false reporting, it is possible to identify measures to
mitigate adverse outcomes and restore confidence in the legal system. In the context of Iran, understanding these legal
mechanisms and their social implications is particularly important for maintaining the credibility of the police and
enhancing the overall health of society. This study aims to examine the criminal liability of law enforcement officers for
false reporting and its implications for public trust and social health. By integrating legal analysis with social and ethical
considerations, the research seeks to provide a comprehensive understanding of how accountability mechanisms can
influence citizen perceptions, strengthen institutional integrity, and promote social cohesion. Ultimately, fostering
transparency, responsibility, and ethical practice within law enforcement is essential not only for legal compliance but
also for ensuring that public trust and social health are preserved and enhanced.

Methods

This research is based on a descriptive and analytical approach. Following a library-based research method, after
identifying and collecting relevant sources, legal and jurisprudential references were examined using note-taking forms
and record sheets, considering the objectives of the study.

Results

The results indicate that any officer who, in the course of duty, intentionally submits a report contrary to reality to
commanders or other responsible authorities, conceals the truth, provides a report with altered or incomplete content, fails
to report crimes committed by subordinates, prevents the reporting of crimes, or delays reporting, commits a criminal
offense and is subject to punishment according to the conditions of the crime. False reporting by law enforcement officers
appears to lead to injustice, distortions in planning and legislation, obstacles in preventing crime and offenses, public
distrust, and the emergence of dissatisfaction with the governance system of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Conclusion

The findings of this research highlight the profound impact that false reporting by law enforcement officers can have on
public trust and social health. When officers intentionally provide inaccurate information, omit crucial details, or
misrepresent facts, they compromise the credibility of law enforcement institutions and undermine the legitimacy of the
broader justice system. Such misconduct can lead to public perception of unfairness, diminish confidence in state
authorities, and weaken citizens’ willingness to engage with institutional processes. The erosion of trust is particularly
detrimental because it affects not only the direct relationship between the public and law enforcement agencies but also
the overall social fabric, including cooperation, civic participation, and adherence to laws. False reporting can also
exacerbate societal inequalities and perpetuate injustice. If crimes are not accurately reported or are misrepresented,
individuals may be wrongfully penalized, while actual offenders evade accountability. These outcomes generate
widespread dissatisfaction and frustration, contributing to social unrest and a decline in collective morale. The
psychological effects on citizens—such as fear, anxiety, and a sense of insecurity—further impair social cohesion and the
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capacity of communities to function effectively. Moreover, institutional efficiency suffers when resources are
misallocated, preventive measures are hindered, and policymaking is based on inaccurate or incomplete information. The
research underscores the necessity of accountability mechanisms, including criminal liability, oversight, and regulatory
frameworks, to prevent false reporting and reinforce ethical behavior within law enforcement. By ensuring that officers
are aware of their responsibilities and the consequences of misconduct, institutions can maintain integrity, strengthen
public confidence, and support social health. Transparent procedures, timely reporting, and adherence to professional
standards are essential components in mitigating the negative effects of false reporting. Ultimately, promoting public trust
and social health requires a holistic approach that combines legal enforcement with organizational ethics and societal
engagement. Ensuring that law enforcement officers act responsibly and truthfully contributes to stronger social cohesion,
enhanced institutional credibility, and a more secure and just society. By addressing false reporting proactively,
policymakers and law enforcement agencies can create an environment in which citizens feel protected, respected, and
confident in the mechanisms of justice, thereby reinforcing the foundations of sustainable social health and the rule of
law.
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